List of core and focus units of work for the Believing and Belonging Syllabus 
(September 2025)
Where unit titles and pathways have changed from the West Yorkshire Syllabus, these have been marked in red
Early Years and Foundation Stage 
There are no specific core and focus units in EYFS as the units will be taught across the year and 
through provision.  
E.1 Which places are special to members of our community? (Pathway 1) 
E.2 Why are some objects special? (Pathway 2) 
E.3 Who cares for me and how do I help others? (Pathway 3) 
E.4 Who belongs in my family and community? (Pathway 4) 
E.5 How do people celebrate special times? (Pathway 5) 
E.6 How do we understand and care for the world? (Pathway 6) 

Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2) 
It is recommended that pupils study all core units (three in Y1 and three in Y2) and additionally choose one focus unit in each year. This makes a total of four units a year. This can be expanded or supplemented as a school wishes. 
Core Units 
C1.1 What does it mean to belong a community of belief? (Pathway 1) 
C1.2 How are symbols used to welcome new life? (Pathway 2) 
C1.3 How can we make good choices? (Pathway 3) 
C1.4 How and why do some people pray? (Pathway 4) 
C1.5 Why are festivals important in a community? (Pathway 5) 
C1.6 Which books and stories are important? (Pathway 6) 
Focus Units 
F1.11 How do stories help Hindus to live their lives? (Pathways 3 and 6) 
F1.12 How and why do we care for others? (Pathway 3) 
F1.13 What do religions/worldviews say about our wonderful world? (Pathways 4 and 6) 
F1.14 What stories from the Bible have been retold over many years? (Pathway 6) Slight change in title from How do Bible Stories show that God keeps promises
F1.15 What did Jesus teach and how did he live? (Pathways 3 and 6)  
In addition in Oldham there is a localised Unit F1.10 Believing and Belonging in school

Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) 
It is recommended that pupils study all core units (three in Y3 and three in Y4) and additionally choose one focus unit in each year. This makes a total of four units a year. This can be expanded if a school wishes.
Core Units 
CL2.1 How do Jews remember God’s covenant? (Pathway 1) This unit used be a pathway 6 unit, but has been re written to fit with pathway 1.  This is a change from the 2024 original What faiths and beliefs can be found in our country and community?  As this now fits better with pathway 5
CL2.2 How do different people express their spirituality? (Pathway 2) 
CL2.3 How do the five pillars help Muslims to lead a good life? (Pathway 3) 
CL2.4 Why do the lives of the Gurus inspire Sikh believers? (Pathway 4) 
CL2.5 What faiths and beliefs can be found in our country and community? (Pathway 5) Moved from pathway 1 to pathway 5 
CL2.6 How do ancient stories influence modern celebrations? (Pathway 6) Moved from pathway 5 to pathway 6 
Focus Units 
FL2.11 How do creation stories help people understand the world? (Pathway 6) 
FL2.12 How does the Bible help Christians to live a good life? (Pathway 3) 
FL2.13 Why do people follow inspirational leaders? (Pathways 3 and 5) 
FL2.14 How are the stories of Holy Week important to Christians? (Pathway 6) 

Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6) 
It is recommended that pupils study all core units (three in Y5 and three in Y6) and additionally 
choose one focus unit in each year. This makes a total of four units a year. This can be expanded if a school wishes.

Core Units 
CU2.1 What do Hindu people believe? (Pathway 1) Slight change in title 
CU2.2 How do Sikhs express their beliefs? (Pathway 2) Slight change in title
CU2.3 What values do people live by? (Pathway 3) 
CU2.4 How might pilgrimage transform people’s lives? (Pathway 4) Slight change in title
CU2.5 How and why do Jewish communities celebrate their festivals? (Pathway 5) Slight change in title
CU2.6 What do Bible narratives say about covenant? (Pathway 6) Change in title from What do Christians believe about the old and new covenants?
Focus Units 
FU2.11 What is the significance of Easter, Ascension and Pentecost? (Pathway 6) 
FU2.12 Should we forgive others? (Pathway 3) 
FU2.13 Why are rites of passage important? (Pathways 2 and 4) 
FU2.14 How do Buddhists live a meaningful life? (Pathways 1 and 4) 
FU2.15 What is Humanism? (Pathways 3 and 5) New Unit

Additional unit for Oldham schools FU2.10 What does believing and belonging mean in Oldham (KS2)? (Pathways 2 & 3)

Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9) 
It is recommended that pupils study all core units across the three years of KS3 and additionally select some focus units.  
Core Units  
As KS3 covers three years, there are eight units and some pathways are covered more than once. 
C3.1 What is religion? (Pathway 1) 
C3.2 How do Hindus see life? (Pathway 1) 
C3.3 How do Christians worship in diverse ways? (Pathway 2) 
C3.4 What does it mean to live in multi faith Britain? (Pathway 3) 
C3.5 What do Muslims believe about a good life? (Pathway 3) 
C3.6 Can spiritual experience be transformative? (Pathway 4) 
C3.7 How does Humanism answer questions of meaning, purpose and value? (Pathway 5) 
C3.8 How do beliefs grapple with evil and suffering? (Pathway 6) 
Focus Units 
F3.11 How do Buddhists see life? (Pathways 1 and 2) Slight change in title
F3.12 What is marriage and how is it celebrated? (Pathway 4) 
F3.13 Do humans have a soul? (Pathways 4 and 3) 
F3.14 How do Christians see the Kingdom of God? (Pathway 5) 
F3.15 Should human beings use animals? (Pathway 3) 
F3.16 What do Jews and Sikhs believe about charity and service? (Pathway 6)  
F3.17 How is diversity shown in Judaism and Sikhi? (Pathway 1) New unit
Additional unit for Oldham only F3.10 What does believing and belonging mean in Oldham (KS3)? (Pathways 2 & 3)

Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11 non-examined) 
These units of work can be used to devise an appropriate curriculum for non-examined RE at Key Stage 4
4.1 What is meant by truth and spirituality? (Pathway 6) 
4.2 What does it mean to say that life has value? (Pathways 3 and 4) 
4.3 How do people work for peace around the world? (Pathway 3) 
4.4 What can make our world a fairer place? (Pathway 3) 
4.5 Does God exist? (Pathway 6) 
4.6 What are Human Rights and what do religious groups say about them? (Pathway 5) 
4.7 How do beliefs challenge extremism? (Pathway 2) Slight change in title
4.8 What are the ethical questions of the future? (Pathway 3) 
4.9 Is there a connection between religion, citizenship and the state? (Pathway 5) 
4.10 What can we learn from the diversity of faith and belief? (Pathway 1) 
4.11 What is the significance of Ramadan? (Pathway 2) 
4.12 What is the search for Enlightenment?  (Pathway 4) 
4.13 How is diversity evident in Christianity and Islam? (Pathway 1) Slight change in title
